
Harvest Thanksgiving
Food glorious food



Welcome to our Sunday worship

Whether you are part of our regular congregations in the Sancroft
Benefice* or new to us, you are very welcome to join us this 
morning.

To contact us, please send us a message here or via our facebook
page Sancroft Benefice Churches or contact our Rector, 
Rev’d Susan Loxton on 01379 388493 or revloxton@gmail.com

* Sancroft Benefice of Churches comprises the rural of 
Fressingfield, Mendham, Metfield, Stradbroke, Weybread
and Withersdale.

CCLI licence no: 1240300 PRS licence no: LE-0020428



The land has yielded its harvest: God our God has 

blessed us.  Psalm 67:6 

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it 

Let the heavens be glad and let the earth rejoice 

God of the heavens and earth, you call us to share in 

the care of your creation and to bring food and 

fruitfulness from field and farm. Hear our prayer for 

all who make their living on the land, make us 

grateful for the work of their hands, and for the 

generosity of your provision.  Amen



Let us confess our forgetfulness of God, our failure to give thanks and the ways 

in which we have wasted the gifts of creation. 

We confess to you our lack of care for the world you have given us. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy 

We confess to you our selfishness in not sharing the earth’s bounty fairly. 

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy. 

We confess to you our failure to protect resources for others. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

May God show us his mercy, restore us in his likeness and give us generous 

hearts and lives. Amen



Come, ye thankful people, come,
raise the song of harvest home;

all is safely gathered in,

ere the winter storms begin.

God our Maker doth provide

for our wants to be supplied;

come to God's own temple, come,

raise the song of harvest home.

All the world is God's own field,

fruit as praise to God we yield;

wheat and tares together sown

are to joy or sorrow grown.

First the blade and then the ear,

then the full corn shall appear;

Lord of harvest, grant that we

wholesome grain and pure may be.



For the Lord our God shall come,

and shall take the harvest home;

from the field shall in that day

all offenses purge away,

give his angels charge at last

in the fire the tares to cast;

but the fruitful ears to store

in the garner evermore.

Even so, Lord, quickly come,

to thy final harvest home;

gather thou thy people in,

free from sorrow, free from sin,

there, forever purified,

in thy presence to abide;

come, with all thine angels come,

raise the glorious harvest home.



In the first chapter of the bible, Genesis 1, we read:

29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; 
you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, 
and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the 
earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he 
had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the sixth day.



5 What then is Apollos? 
What is Paul? Servants 
through whom you came 
to believe, as the Lord 
assigned to each. 6 I 
planted, Apollos watered, 
but God gave the growth. 

1 Corinthians 3



‘There is no such thing as my bread. All bread is ours and is given to 
me, to others through me, and to me through others. For not only 
bread, but all things necessary for sustenance in this life, are given 
on loan to us with others, and because of others and for others, and 
to others through us.

Meister Eckhart 1290-1329



Research shows, in (2018) we threw away 6.6 million tonnes 
of household food waste a year in the UK, compared to 8.1 
million tonnes in 2007, which is a reduction, but of the 6.6 
million tonnes we threw away, almost three quarters (70% of 
the total) is food we could have eaten (4.5 million tonnes).



17 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, 
is from above, coming down from the Father of lights. 

James 1:17



Growing in God prayer
O Lord, our God, giver of life and growth,
Grow in us a longing for you, 
that we might deepen our faith;
Grow in us a compassion for your world, 
that we might serve our neighbours;
Grow in us a vision for your kingdom, 
that we might proclaim your love.
By the power of your Spirit, and in Jesus’ 
name.  Amen.



Harvest Creed

By faith

I gaze up to the heavens

and know

within its vastness

that this is your creation

planned and effected within eternity.

By faith

I pluck an ear of corn

and know

within its symmetry

lies the chemistry of life

potential of creation within my hand.



By faith

I listen for your voice

and know

the whisper that I hear

breathed a world into existence

yet listens to the prayer within my soul.

By faith

I strive to do your will

and know

the door that I approach

may lead me to shadows

where my role is to become your light.

By faith

I cling to your word

and know

the strength that I receive

has its source within the love

that is at the centre of all things.



Let us pray



Thank you to 
the children of 
Fressingfield
Primary 
School for 
your 
wonderful 
Autumn 
pictures



Let’s sing 
together:
Take it 
away 
Nick…



Thank you, 

Lord, for this 

fine day (x3)

Right where 

we are



Alleluia, praise 

the Lord (x3)

Right where we 

are



Thank you, Lord, 

for food to eat 

(x3)

Right where we 

are



Alleluia, praise 

the Lord (x3)

Right where 

we are



Thank you, Lord, 

for clothes to 

wear (x3)

Right where we 

are



Alleluia, 

praise the 

Lord (x3)

Right where 

we are



Thank you, 
Lord, for all 
your gifts (x3)
Right where 
you are



Alleluia, 

praise the 

Lord (x3)

Right where 

we are



Alleluia, 

praise the 

Lord (x3)

Right where 

we are



Closing harvest prayer

Lord we praise you for the harvest of the fields around… For fields 

of wheat and barley; for oil-seed rape and maize; For healthy 

herds, for sheep, cattle and pigs; We give thanks 

We praise you for the harvest of local hedgerows; For the 

straggling bramble; for black showers of elderberry; For 

mushrooms nestling in the dewy grass; We give thanks 

Lord we praise you for the harvest of talents in this church; For 

buildings well maintained; for flower arrangements and music; For 

responsible stewardship, for charities supported; We give thanks 



We praise you for the harvest of fellowship here in the 

Sancroft benefice; For friends made and support given; For 

people with whom to laugh and with whom to weep; We give 

thanks 

Lord we praise you for the harvest of prayer in this place; For 

commitment deepened; for discipleship taken up; For the 

cross carried and the burdens borne; We give thanks 

Now Lord we dedicate this festival of harvest thanksgiving to 

you; Bless us, strengthen us, unite us in your love.    Amen 



Go in peace to love and serve the Lord,
in the name of Christ.  Amen.

Fressingfield

Mendham Metfield

Stradbroke Weybread Withersdale



Sancroft Benefice Churches

Fressingfield, Mendham, Metfield, Stradbroke 

Weybread, and Withersdale.

Please keep in touch or if you have any questions 

about faith:

Rev’d Susan Loxton, rector: revloxton@gmail.com

Rev’d Gini Williams, curate: gini@godsearth.co.uk

Rev’d Peter Schwier 07903 215889

For information about our services please 

join us on facebook: Sancroft Benefice Churches

Or visit our website: www.sancroftbeneficechurches.org
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“Jill Blyth and Christine Lindsay would like to thank 
everyone who sponsored them on the recent Church 
Cycle Ride. £173 was raised for St Peter & St Paul 
Fressingfield by Jill and £70 for St Thomas More 
Harleston by Christine. We had a great day, perfect 
weather for cycling, and from Fressingfield we travelled 
around the South Elmham Villages finishing at 
Homersfield and Wortwell URC Chapel, coming home via 
Mendham. One half of the money raised will come back 
to our respective Churches, the remainder going to 
Suffolk/Norfolk Historic Churches Trust.”


